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A ‘traditional’ sixth form experience, in a college environment.
A vibrant young adult community that cares for the individual.
An impressive range of course choices and extra activities –
with many study opportunities that are not otherwise available
in this area.
Flexibility that meets the needs of the individual.
Lessons that take place upon one purpose built site.
Teacher expertise in sixth form education – A level and IB
courses, student support and welfare, wider activities.
A clear focus upon success.
Excellent student progression outcomes – extensive guidance
and support for applications to university and employment.

¨

Students choose an individual programme of study from:
¡ Academic Programme Choices:
¡

INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE (IB) DIPLOMA PROGRAMME (2 Years)
Or

¡

A LEVEL PROGRAMME (2 year) – 3 or 4 A level subjects (or equivalent Applied
General Extended Certificate Courses) with a choice from approximately 60
subject options (2 Years)
Also:

¡

A RANGE OF GCSE and BTEC LEVEL 2 COURSES (1 Year)
Including choices from key ‘re-take’ subjects (e.g. GCSE Maths, English) and for
those looking to improve overall GCSE level 2 grades (Advanced Foundation
Programme), a range of ‘new’ subject choices (e.g. GCSE Media Studies, BTEC
ICT).
For strong A level linguists, there is the option of adding GCSE Spanish or Italian
one year accelerated ‘ab initio’ courses to a 3 A level programme.

Students will add one other course to their main academic programme choice.
An option from a range of other qualification based courses which could be either:

Possible choices for A level students:
¡ Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) – equivalent to half an A–level
ú Very wide range of EPQ opportunities to complete an individual EPQ.
ú Generally EPQs are completed approximately half way through the 2 Year A level

programme.

Core Maths (see later) – 1 Year.
¡ For some very able, organised and motivated A level students, a fourth A level can
be chosen for the two year period.
Other possible choices available to all students:
¡

¡
¡
¡
¡
¡

Financial Certificate (with a Diploma level option in Year 2)
Coaching Sport and Physical Activity (with a Higher level option in year 2)
Arts Mark Award (Gold/level 3)
Duke of Edinburgh Gold Award
Music Exams (ABRSM)

And/or
¨
A choice from over 70 Additional Studies options is also available to all students
including:
¡

¡
¡

¡

Vocational link preparation programmes - Medics or Lawyers or Pre-Teaching - which
supplement relevant A level or IB course choices.
e.g. A level Chemistry, Biology and one or two other A level choices plus Medics (if A level
Maths is not chosen).
Creative or media or performing arts activities – a very wide range of options
Sports – approx. 20 separate regular sports options – a number at competitive level (including
high level opportunities) – other recreational for fun, fitness and skills development Also other
‘one-off’ or seasonal opportunities.
Other skills based courses – wide range of choices e.g. Creative Writing, Computer
Modelling, Drawing and Painting, Signing for the Deaf.
N.B. Many Additional Studies courses are valid as CAS activities for IB students

The Additional Studies Booklet for 2019/20 year has been issued to students today so they can
look at the options over the summer period.
(Also posted on the College website – Documents section)

Other options:
¨ Second half of Summer Term Activities –
¡

¨

Including more creative and performing arts, sports opportunities, and EPQ
opportunities.

Extra-Curricular Activities –
¡

Many options - both regular and ‘one-offs’, including:
ú Clubs, Societies, Field trips, Expeditions, Conferences, the range of College
Council Committees, Radio Station, Friends Not Foes Group, Amnesty. Peer
mentors and support (in subjects and for other areas of support).
ú Include ‘Unplugged’ and ‘Plugged’ on the Concourse music performance

programme, Theme Days/Weeks, Charity activities....

and, for all students
¨

Pastoral and Tutorial Programme
¡

Including Support, Careers/HE/Employment guidance, Personal Development,
Safeguarding, Work Related Learning, Citizenship and Health Awareness.

¡

Daily contact with Personal Tutors – supported with more specialist support
from Senior Tutor, and other specialist staff or external agencies/organisations.

A little information re:
¨
CORE MATHS (Mathematical Studies)
¡ Core Mathematics is a relatively new Level 3 course which was designed by the
Government to be useful for a good proportion of sixth form A level students, who
are not studying A Level Mathematics or A Level Statistics as one of their A Level
choices, who need to or wish to continue to develop their numerate skills.
¡

This sixth form course supports the following numerate A Level courses very well.
Accounting
Applied Science (Level 3 Cert/Ext. Cert)
Biology
Business
Chemistry
Computing

Electronics
Environmental Science
Geography
Geology
Product Design (Resistant Materials)
Psychology

Economics
¡

The Core Maths course is also very useful for those who may wish to study a
number of degree courses with mathematical, statistical or numerate elements
including Politics or Sociology degrees.
However, Core Mathematics is open to any A Level student who wishes to study the
course and who has previously achieved a grade 4 to 9 in GCSE Mathematics.

¨

CORE MATHS (Mathematical Studies) continued
¡

Core Maths builds on work done for GCSE. The course is quite applied in
nature and seeks to teach students new concepts and techniques for
solving a variety of both theoretical and "real world" problems.

¡

Successful candidates gain a Level 3 qualification - which is equivalent to
an AS Level at grade A to E. The qualification carries UCAS points (at the
AS Level tariff).

More detailed information from the Subject Information Sheet for Core Maths
on the College website (Courses section).

¨

¨

¨

¨

Virtually any combination of A level subjects and other qualifications or
Additional Studies courses will be possible within the timetable framework
Most IB subject choices and Additional Studies preferences will be possible
combinations for IB students – but not all
Support, guidance and advice available throughout
It is important to check subject entry requirements and finalise the selection
of the ‘right’ programme and specific courses by the end of the Enrolment
period (in early September)

FIRST YEAR A LEVEL PROGRAMME OF STUDY – An Example
Timetabled weekly ‘Contact Time’ :

Hours/week/term time

4 courses (3 A level subjects and 1 other course*)

Approx. 16-19 hours

Tutorial Programme/Support

Approx. 1.5 hours

TOTAL timetabled ‘Contact Time’ in College

Approx. 17.5-20.5 hours

+ independent study time (approx. 6 hours per week per subject) Approx. 18 hours
TOTAL WEEKLY TERM TIME COMMITMENT
•

Approx. 35.5-38.5 hours

*Which could be an other qualification based course (e.g. Financial Certificate or Core
Maths) or an Additional Study (e.g. Medics or Basketball) or a fourth A level – timetabled
time varies.

FIRST YEAR IB PROGRAMME OF STUDY
Timetabled weekly ‘Contact Time’
6 Subjects (3 Higher, 3 Standard Level)
Theory of Knowledge (TOK), Extended Essay
Additional Studies/Creativity, Action, Service (CAS)
Tutorial Programme

Hours/week/term time
Approx. 16.5 hours
Approx. 2 hours
Approx. 1.5 hours
Approx. 1.5 hours

TOTAL timetabled ‘Contact Time’ in College

Approx. 21.5 hours

+ independent study time

Approx. 16 hours

TOTAL WEEKLY TERM TIME COMMITMENT

Approx. 37.5 hours

NB. There is approx. one month less for IB teaching and learning in Year 2, prior to the final
external exams, compared to A level.

¨

¨

Each student’s full time programme of study and choice of subjects/
course are very individual - and the weekly level of timetabled
‘contact time’ in Year One will vary for each student but within a
range from a minimum of 17 hours up to a maximum recommended
level of 24 hours.
Independent study is vital to support the teaching and learning in all
academic subject/courses. This will involve a good level of time in
evenings / weekends / non-term time* – as well as using some of the
‘flexible time’ within the College timetabled day.

*There will be some academic work required to be completed in most periods outside term time.
In particular, there will be a need for independent study in the Easter period immediately before
Year 1 internal assessments/exams and in Year 2 a substantial Easter independent revision
programme in advance of the May/June external exams.

¨

¨

All A level subject courses have now been reformed by Government
(some subjects were reformed from September 2015, the reminder
from 2016 or 2017).
All our A levels (apart from Further Maths*) are now ‘linear’ two year
courses – with the external exams and assessments taken in
May/June of Year 2.
There will be internal assessments in May of Year 1 (influencing
predicted grades) and ‘mocks’ in January of Year 2.

*All students choosing ‘double Maths’ at A level (Further Maths and Maths) will, in the first year
at least, also study two other A level subjects – four in total. At the end of the first year
Maths/Further Maths students will then take AS level Further Maths external exams – and can
then flexibly choose to either continue to study Further Maths to A level in Year 2 (as one of four
A level courses or they then choose to discontinue the study of Further Maths having achieved
an AS qualification and then focus on their other three A level subjects).

¨

PROGRESSION FROM YEAR 1 TO YEAR 2 FOR A LEVEL AND IB
STUDENTS
¡

Progression to Year 2 study is ‘expected’ but is conditional – both in overall
terms and in each subject area.
ú The minimum requirement for progression will be to achieve satisfactory progress

in Year 1 (including consideration of the evidence of progress from the May internal
assessment).
ú Students will have satisfactory levels of attendance and commitment in Year 1.
ú Students will have demonstrated the potential ability to be able to respond to the

more demanding year 2 topics and to be able to revise 2 years of work for the
external exams.

¨

A broader sixth form education than A Level – a ‘baccalaureate’* - with
9 elements (including six subject choices)
*Includes a requirement to cover a wide range of curriculum areas within 5 (or 6)
defined subject ‘families’.

¨

Although the programme is broad, many students can achieve a focus
or specialism e.g. a potential applicant for medicine would include
Higher level Biology and Chemistry and Standard level Maths and
probably Psychology amongst their six choices.
Good organisational skills and ‘get up and go’ needed.

¨

The course has an international focus.

¨

¨

IB is a 2 year ‘linear’ programme (as is A level) – assessments are
largely based on exams and most of the exams are in May at the end of
Year 2 (results issued in early July).

¨

PROGRAMME OF STUDY AND SUBJECT/COURSE CHANGES
¡

Some changes to provisional subject choices will still be possible after
GCSE results are received in August.

¡

However a few academic courses are now, or may after Induction become,
over-subscribed/‘closed’ (A ‘waiting list’ system will operate).

¡

A level and IB students are making their choices of academic subjects/courses for
two academic years.

¡

Choices of most other qualification courses or Additional Studies courses are for
one academic year.

¡

There will be a number of ‘new’ one year academic study options for Year 2 A level
students e.g. A level Sculpture for Year 2 Art students, A level Business for Year 2
Economics students or for a wider cohort of students …
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¨

Motivation and commitment to study and personal development
Co-operation

¨

Maturity

¨

¡
¡
¡
¡

¨

¨

Being part of a young adult environment, thinking of the impact on others as
well as ‘self’ .
Being aware of the need for responsibility – and self responsibilities.
Developing positive values
Aim for students to develop, to achieve, and to lay the ground for happy and
successful futures

Each student making the most of their academic potential and
academically engaging - including a consistent commitment to
independent study
Each student engaging in the full and broad educational and
experience provided by the College.

¨

Attend all timetabled lessons regularly and punctually

¨

Complete all set work to meet deadlines set by subject tutors

¨

Participate in lessons and get involved in the learning process

¨

¨
¨

¨

Engage regularly in ‘independent study’, and background work,
reading, etc.
Complete assessed coursework, project work etc. by deadlines
Prepare properly for tests, assessments and examinations –
including significant use of time in the Easter break period before
summer exams.
Be organised.
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Session 1

Summary of the day’s activities with
Personal Tutor and Tutor Group

Sessions 2/3

In subject briefings - finding out about
potential subject choices/options

Lunch time

Including time to visit Additional Studies and
Wider Activities Fair - and an opportunity to
obtain specialist advice e.g. Oxbridge, Medics

Sessions 4/5

Further subject briefings

Session 6

With Personal Tutor and Tutor Group

End of the Day

Further subject and guidance information
available. Other advice available including
transport, financial support

¨

Thursday 22 August
¡

¨

GCSE Results Released, please check results against relevant subject
entry criteria

Thursday 22 August and Friday 23 August
¡

College Post-GCSE Results Advice and Guidance service for those with
significant issues (e-mail or telephone service and, if necessary,
appointments at the College).

¨

Tuesday 27 August or Wednesday 28 August
¡

¨

Individual Enrolment Interviews – (a specific individual time has been given to all students
at Induction). This will focus on finalising ‘coursing’ but also other varied enrolment
activities (e.g., lockers, transport and library registration) students will be with us for
approx. 2 hours at the College

Thursday 29 August – 9.15-12.30
§

Includes pastoral support and administration, confirm subject choices, meetings

§

Those specific students who wish to study A Level Maths or A Level Physics, but do not
achieve a grade 8 or 7 at GCSE in Maths will also need to complete at 12:45 on Thursday
29 August an Algebra/Trigonometry based diagnostic assessment - as will students who
have not achieved an 8 at GCSE Maths and wish to study AS Further Maths alongside A
Maths.
Similarly students who wish to study A level Statistics and have not achieved an 8 or 7 or
6 grade at GCSE Maths (Higher), will have a different diagnostic assessment – but taken
at the same time.

¨

Tuesday 3 September - 9.00am–4.05pm
¡

Detailed timetables given.

¡

All teaching classes start - The first full day of teaching and learning.

¨

Tuesday 27 August or Wednesday 28 August
¡

A copy of GCSE Results Slips – this copy will be kept by the College

¡

£5 (includes £2 refundable deposit) if Locker required

¡

Additional Studies Booklet

¡

Pen

¡

I.D. - Birth Certificate or Passport

¨

Thursday 29 August (9.15 – 12.30pm)

¨

A completed Enrolment Information Sheet which includes:
¨

Address and Telephone Number of Parent, Guardian or Carer.

¨

Daytime emergency contact information.

¨

Parent, Guardian or Carer contact email address/addresses

¨

Name/Address/Telephone Number of Doctor

¨

If not already provided GCSE Results Slips - a copy, to be retained by College.

¨

Pen

¨

LEARNING RESOURCE DEPOSIT/ CONTRIBUTION TO ILT
RESOURCES/PERSONAL ACCIDENT INSURANCE COVER
£50 (£25 refundable, on completion of course, less cost of any losses/damage
incurred at College)

¨

COLLEGE FUND
£15 (or £10 for 1 year Advanced Foundation programme)

¨

COLLEGE FRIENDS
£10 for membership

¨

LOCKER KEY
£5 (includes a £2 refundable element)

¨

College will have a limited amount of Government monies to help
support students from low income households.
¡
¡
¡

¨

Child care support
¡

¨

Centrally administered by Educational and Skills Funding Agency

College Friends support for interviews
¡

¨

Bursaries (national criteria)
Contributions to food costs (national criteria)
Discretionary awards

Provides assistance with transport costs for some students attending
university/employment interviews.

Details available on the Concourse and College website

¨

ECC CONCESSIONARY TRANSPORT PASS
¡

¨

SUFFOLK COUNTY COUNCIL CONCESSIONARY TRANSPORT PASS
¡

¨

Approx. £450 (low household income rate) or approx. £900 annual (‘normal rate’) for an
academic year – conditions apply and only a minority of Essex residents will be
eligible/meet the criteria. However for many of those who are eligible for this £900 rate,
this is not likely to be ‘the best ‘deal’

Concessionary post-16 transport scheme is available to some students resident in Suffolk
who meet the criteria. For a number of eligible students this may not be the best ‘deal’.

CONCESSIONS FROM MOST LOCAL TRANSPORT SERVICE
OPERATORS PROVIDING SERVICES OUTSIDE OF COLCHESTER
¡

Series of rail and bus transport price concessions offered to our students from
virtually all operators. The operators provide good price concessions for purchase
of termly season tickets – details in Induction packs and on College website

For most students living outside of Colchester, these may provide ‘the best deal’ available

PERSONAL TUTOR

¨

¨

¨

SENIOR TUTOR

ASSISTANT PRINCIPAL

(Other support: Counsellors, Student Welfare Worker, Access Skills Workshops & Learning
Support Provision)

¨

¨

¨

In 2018, the College was awarded College of Sanctuary status
(within a framework that Colchester has successfully acquired
Town of Sanctuary status). The College is one of just a very few
educational providers nationally who maintain this status.
This designates the College as a safe and welcoming place for all
– including those seeking sanctuary.
This is reflected through the admissions process, the Tutorial
Programme and a number of curricular and student activities
including the award winning ‘Friends Not Foes’ group.

¨

ACADEMIC
¡

Learning Agreement

¡

Progress Reviews/Reports/Consultations Evenings (slightly different for
Year 1 and Year 2 students – for Year 1 in November and January/February
and June/July).

FORMAL CONTACT INCLUDES:
¨

¨
¨
¨
¨

¨
¨
¨
¨
¨

Email – Please provide personal email addresses to support on-going contact. Nearly all College
communication with parents (e.g. Parent Handbook, Newsletters, Progress Reviews/Reports,
communications re invitations to Parents Consultation Evenings etc.) is by email.
Parent Handbook (Enrolment)
Progress Reviews: November and February
Full Reports : June for Yr.1 students; February for Yr.2 students.
Parents Consultation Evenings: Year 1 November/December and July (students also encouraged to
attend)
Higher Education Briefings: February, June
Principal’s Newsletter - Each Term (Oct/Feb/May) – sent by email but paper copy can be requested
Parent Governor opportunities
College Friends Membership
College Website: www.colchsfc.ac.uk – The best source of up to date information including the posting
of regular ‘News’ items and ‘documents’
Please provide us with your email address (and if and when appropriate please update).
All key ‘documents’ will be posted up on the website

¨

INFORMAL CONTACT
¡
¡

¨

College Events
College Friends Activities

PERSONAL CONTACT
¡
¡
¡

With Personal Tutor
Senior Tutor
Assistant Principal

¨

¨

A group of parents, staff, ex students and their parents as well as
members of the wider College community who organise social
and other events to raise funds to support students
Up to £7,000 per annum is raised and in recent years has been
used to:
¡

enhance facilities available to all students:
ú Including study and social facilities in our new student Pavilion, a mini bus and

new chairs in the main student social area.

¡

¨

assist students to attend interviews for Higher Education or employment
where resources are limited;

Activities include events, such as the Carol Service and quiz
evenings.

¨

Parent membership £10

¨

The chance to attend a range of social events
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