
Progression
USING UCAS AND MORRISBY TO SUPPORT YOUR NEXT STEPS



Notice: Progression Event this week!

▪Thursday 3rd and Friday 4th July 
2025

▪An opportunity to find out lots of 
information about various career 
options – jobs, apprenticeships, 
gap year, travel, volunteering, 
university courses, and more!



Thursday 3rd July

9:00 – 9:30 = registration in tutor groups. You will use this 
time to build your timetable for the rest of the two days.

9:30 – 12:00 = visit a range of talks of your choosing to gather 
information about possible progression pathways

12:00 – 13:00 = lunch

13:00 – 15:30 = visit a range of talks of your choosing 
to gather information about possible progression pathways



Friday 4th July

9:00 – 9:30 = registration in tutor groups. You will use this 
time to reflect on the information you gathered on the 
Thursday and check your schedule for the Friday.

9:30 – 11:10 = visit a range of talks of your choosing to gather 
information about possible progression pathways

Afternoon = employment and university fair



Two-day-programme

Students will have 8 sessions to choose from over the two days.  

• There are no other lessons happening so you can attend ones that will interest you or 
that will help you plan your next step.  

• Sessions are categorised by subject – you can attend a talk even if you do not study 
that subject.

• Sessions are mainly talks with questions and answer sessions at the end.  

• The talks are provided by external employers, representatives or lecturers from 
universities or from our subject staff – talks will not be recorded.



Employment & University Fair – Friday 4th July

▪After session 8 we have organised an Employment and University 
fair for you to attend so that you can talk to employers and 
universities and ask your questions.  

▪We have over 80 universities  and 25 employers visiting

▪Local providers are placed together and include University Centre 
Colchester, Anglia Ruskin and Essex University and Suffolk university. 

https://moodle.colchsfc.ac.uk/mod/resource/view.php?id=104750


The Careers Fair



Planning your programme

▪You have received an email from Careers Office with the programme 
for this year

▪You will need to take the time to look at it and choose your 
programme of 8 sessions

▪On the Thursday morning you will need to complete a 
paper schedule for the 2 days and hand this in to your personal 
tutor

▪You are expected to fill all 8 sessions and attend the fair on Friday 
afternoon. You will be registered in each session.

https://moodle.colchsfc.ac.uk/mod/resource/view.php?id=104787


GENERAL CAREERS TALKS

THURSDAY - 3rd JULY FRIDAY 4TH JULY

Session 1 BREAK Session 2 Session 3 LUNCH Session 4 Session 5 Session 6 Session 7 Session 8 Careers Fair TALK DESCRIPTION

9.30-10.15 10.15-10.35 10.35-11.10 11.20-12.00 12.00 -1.00 1.00-1.40 1.50-2.35  2.45-3.30  9.30-10.15 10.35-11.10 11.10-2.00pm

UNSURE WHAT TO DO AFTER COLLEGE?

219 219 219 No idea what to do after College? Come along to this talk to see what the options are and help make a decision

APPRENTICESHIPS/DEGREE APPRENTICESHIPS

002 - Drama Studio WILL BE AT THE CAREERS FAIR Degree Apprenticeships -University of Suffolk

002 - Drama Studio 002 - Drama Studio WILL BE AT THE CAREERS FAIR Degree Apprenticeships -Anglia Ruskin University

002 - Drama Studio WILL BE AT THE CAREERS FAIR Police Apprenticeships - Anglia Ruskin University

EMPLOYMENT - CVS, LINKEDIN, INTERVIEWS, JOB OFFERS

621 Ace the interview - Learn how to craft a strong elevator pitch, use the STAR method, and showcase the skills employers are looking 
for.

621

Perfecting your CV & Cover Letter - Discover how to tailor your application materials to stand out and land more interviews.
621

Networking & Personal Branding - Understand how to build meaningful connections, leverage LinkedIn and create a strong 
professional presence.

621

Navigating job offers & negotiation - Get the confidence to evaluate job offers, negotiate salary and understand benefits like a pro.
621

Succeeding in your first job - Learn workplace etiquette, communication tips and how to make a great first impression in your new 
role.

UNIVERSITY- STUDENT LIFE, WHY GO,UCAS THE BASICS

516 516 Student Finance - how to apply/how much will I get? 

PS-516 PS - 516 UCAS - the basics - what you need to know

119 119
A former student, now at the University of East Anglia, will talk about applying to university, life as a student and what to expect 
from university. 

219 Essex Pathways Sessions - Find out about taking a foundation year at university.

219 Essex Pathways Sessions -a talk about the transition to university and what to expect. How it differs from school and college.

WORK EXPERIENCE WITH EMPLOYERS AND UNIVERSITIES

122

Springpod will have 
a stand on the 
Concourse 12.00-
1.00pm

Springpod: gain experience with top employers and universities.
Jo Bishop from Springpod provides an overview of Springpod Experiences (Work and university subject spotlights). Find out what 
you can gain from the experiences, how to evidence experiences in future applications and how to get started.

The General Careers talks



TEACHING/CHILDHOOD STUDIES/NURSING
118 BA (Hons) in Education with Sustainability - providing an interactive stop motion session for 

students, explaining the broader sustainability issues. Delivered by ARU

118 BA (Hons) Early Childhood Studies -developmental stages of learning and childhood. Delivered 
by ARU

Nursing - tbc
610 WILL BE AT THE 

CAREERS FAIR
Routes into Teaching - delivered by a representative from Bishop Grosseteste University. 

ARMED FORCES/POLICE

219 219 Police - this talk will cover entrance routes, recruitment processes, career pathways, 
progression, Special Constabulary and police staff. Delivered by a current serving Police member 
who has worked in a number of ranks. 

614 Army - find out about joining the army, requirements, and the roles available. 

612

WILL BE AT THE 
CAREERS FAIR

As part of the UK Defence the RAF we have protected the skies over the UK for over 100 years 
and that of our Allies. Provided will be a presentation on professions available, with qualification 
requirements and key information.

CONSTRUCTION/ENGINEERING/COMMUNICATIONS

623

WILL BE AT THE 
CAREERS FAIR

Octavius Infrastructure - Find out about careers in Construction and Engineering. 

110A

A talk from an employee at Virgin Media O2 - find out more about a career in  
Telecommunications including working for a Mobile Phone company.
This talk will tell you about some of the opportunities the telecommunications sector can offer.

Talks on the day



Today’s tutorial:
The purpose of today is…

▪To learn about the UCAS website including 
how to make an application and how else 
the website can help you

▪ To update your Morrisby profile so that 
you have a record of all of the brilliant 
extra-curricular activities you have engaged 
with

▪Not planning on going to university? It’s 
worth finding out this info anyway, just in 
case you change your mind! UCAS also has 
useful information on apprenticeships and 
employment too. 



Pause to Chat

▪ Have you done any university, 

apprenticeship or employment 

research yet?

▪ Do you think you will make a UCAS 

application?



Need to know about UCAS…
▪When you’re looking at courses you are interested in, you’ll want to 
read all about the course content on the course pages

▪A Sociology degree at Durham will have different modules and 
therefore different content to a Sociology degree at Sheffield, so you 
should explore the different course options at different universities

▪Also, each course will have different entry requirements. An English 
degree at Essex will have different requirements to an English degree in 
Leeds, for example. Therefore, you should look around to find 
university course choices that are close to your predicted grades. 

▪You should have some aspirational and some “back-up” options!



Entry requirements
▪Here is an example of the entry 
requirements information 
displayed on a course page

▪This one is for medicine, so of 
course the grades are very high!

▪There are courses available with 
a very wide range of entry criteria

▪There are also foundation 
courses to consider



Contextual offers

▪Each university will also have their own 
“contextual offers” policy.

▪Contextual offers are slightly lower offers for 
students based on a range of criteria like 
where you live, which school/college you 
attended and a whole range of other factors.

▪Of course, this means you could apply for 
more aspirational choices as you might then 
receive a slightly lower offer.

▪Click here for more info Contextual 
admissions | UCAS

https://www.ucas.com/applying/applying-university/individual-needs/contextual-admissions


UCAS points
▪Some entry requirements are 
displayed in grades and some 
are in UCAS points

▪Each A level grade is worth a 
certain amount of UCAS points 

▪See this page for more info: 
UCAS Tariff Points - what are 
they and how do they work?

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/entry-requirements/ucas-tariff-points


UCAS points - 2

Grade UCAS points

Distinction * 56

Distinction 48

Merit 32

Pass 16



Your application
▪You can only apply for a maximum of 5 choices. Make sure that you actually want 
to go to these universities to do the course you have chosen as it is difficult to 
change it. You can leave a choice blank to add to later.

▪We advise you to apply to universities that are a good match your predicted 
grades. It is okay to have one or two slightly aspirational options, but also ensure 
that you have one that is slightly below as an insurance.

▪Make sure you know where the university is and about the course they offer as 
every course will be different i.e. a History degree at UEA is not the same as a 
History degree at Liverpool.

▪You do not have to use all 5 choices. You can leave blank choices, but we 
recommend that you try to fill them before the 14th January deadline to keep your 
options open.



Your application – page 2

▪Don’t be persuaded to do a course or go to a university because your friends are 
going – they might not end up there!

▪You can start your application now, but cannot send it until 9th September

▪Although the UCAS deadline is 14th January, please bear in mind that college will 
need to process your application and that this takes at least 2 weeks. 

▪Try to get your application in as early as you can. If you all hand them in at the 
end, your personal tutor will not have as much time to spend on each one!

▪There are certain things that all students get wrong on their application that 
slow things down. Take note of the following top tips to get your UCAS moving 
quickly…



Your reference

▪ Your teachers will be starting to write testimonials now – these are mini-
references which your personal tutor will then use to write your full reference 
next year. 

▪ Your personal tutor’s role in the UCAS application process is really significant. 
The more you communicate with them, the better.

▪ Advice - start talking to your teachers and personal tutors about what they can 
put in your testimonials/references to make your application really stand out!

▪ What kinds of things? Wider reading/watching/listening, work experience, 
relevant hobbies and activities, trips, clubs, anything that shows that you have a 
real interest in the course you’re applying for!



Top tips to get things moving quickly…
1. Make sure all details are absolutely correct i.e. name including any middle names, 

address, courses etc. 

2. Make sure to use capital letters where needed i.e. on your name and address

3. Choose the correct A level courses – refer to the courses guide sent to you via email 
which has information on all course delivered here at college including exam boards

4. Add your ULN number when asked – this cannot be ignored! You can find it on 
Cedar under “Exams” then “Exam results”

5. Make sure you have discussed your course choices with your personal tutor 
beforehand, and make sure that they are in line with your predicted grades

6. Get your personal statement checked over before submitting your application so 
that it is perfect and ready to do

7. If you’re unsure of anything, seek advice before submitting! Ask your personal tutor 
or email Stsupport@colchsfc.ac.uk – they are very happy to help.

Take a picture of this slide!!

mailto:Stsupport@colchsfc.ac.uk


Your UCAS application

▪Use this guide to help you to 
complete the application form

https://www.ucas.com/undergrad
uate/applying-university/filling-
your-ucas-undergraduate-
application

https://www.ucas.com/undergraduate/applying-university/filling-your-ucas-undergraduate-application


The UCAS Website
▪UCAS.COM

▪Take a moment now to visit the 
website and familiarise yourself with 
the front page

▪The next few slides will take you 
through some information, tasks and 
activities to get you started on this 
journey

▪Note: UCAS is not just for universities, 
there is also helpful info on jobs and 
apprenticeships!

https://www.ucas.com/


The UCAS Hub ▪ Use the “sign in” tab 
to register (top right 
corner)

▪ Use your home 
email not your 
college email

▪ To link to college: 
we are The Sixth 
Form College, 
Colchester

▪ Buzzword is 
colchester2026



Reflections and next steps
▪ This tutorial will give you lots to think about, and there is lots of information to digest!

▪ Take some time over the next few days and weeks to explore the UCAS website thoroughly, and 
use Morrisby for more information. The following slides show you what you can do on UCAS – if 
there is time in this tutorial, work through them and see what you can do on this helpful website. 

▪ If you want to refer back to these slides, they’ll be on the Year 1 Tutorial Padlet. Ask your personal 
tutor if you have any questions about next steps.

▪ If you need more in-depth advice, make an appointment with the careers team via 
CareersOffice@colchsfc.ac.uk

▪Talk to people at home, talk to friends and wider family, talk to your teachers

▪ Your teachers will be starting to write testimonials now – these are mini-references which your 
form tutor will then use to write your full reference next year. Start talking to them about what 
they can put in your testimonials/references to make your application really stand out!

mailto:CareersOffice@colchsfc.ac.uk


Choose your future



If you click “Discover”…

Discover –
guides to 

courses; what 
is it like? What 
does it cover?

Where to go – guide to 
universities and 
cities/locations



Not sure? Click “What to do” to see a 
range of options



If you click “Applying”…



“Undergraduate”

If you go to university, while studying you will be 
considered an “undergraduate” until you graduate. If you 
do a Masters or PhD, this is know as “postgraduate” study. 

Therefore, you will apply for “undergraduate” courses. 



“Money and Student life”

Student Finance is a loan given to you by the 
government. Find more info here. 

Scholarships and bursaries – free money 
from some universities. 

Remember, you have been sent a brochure 
with information about bursaries available at 

all universities! Search for emails from 
CareersOffice

For information about finances i.e. student finance, 
budgeting, student discounts



More on budgeting and finances at 
university…

Affordability and value for money are key concerns for many students 
considering university. However, misconceptions about the actual costs of 
tuition, accommodation, and living expenses can create unnecessary uncertainty. 

In a recent cost of learning survey from IDP “62% of students reported that 
financial stress negatively affects their studies and mental health.” 

To support students and their families to understand the true cost of university 
life WhatUni have launched the student cost of living calculator, a practical tool 
designed to: 

✔ Provide clear, personalised cost estimates tuition, accommodation, and 
living expenses. 

✔ Support informed decision-making by helping students budget effectively. 

✔ Enhance financial literacy and reduce uncertainty around university 
affordability.  

Find the cost-of-living calculator here - https://www.whatuni.com/money/ug-
student-budget-calculator/

https://www.whatuni.com/money/ug-student-budget-calculator/


“Discover” Apprenticeships

This section includes a everything you might need to know abut 
apprenticeships



“Careers”
CV advice, job search, interview preparation 

guidance, assessment centres



Course search
Type in any subject or topic you would like to study. 

There are 32000 courses available to browse!

Tutors – click here to 
demonstrate

https://digital.ucas.com/coursedisplay/results/courses?studyYear=2025&destination=Undergraduate&postcodeDistanceSystem=imperial&pageNumber=1&sort=MostRelevant&clearingPreference=None


Careers advice



“Subject Tasters” – click “Undergraduate” 
and then “subject tasters”



“Subject Tasters”
Choose a subject you’re interested in to look at some 

resources which will give you a taster of the kinds of things 
you might learn!



If you searched for “genetics”…
Courses automatically 
appear in alphabetical 

order by University. 
You can use the filters 
to narrow the results 
e.g. by distance or by 
entry requirements. 

There are over 354 
courses for “genetics” 

alone!



Make sure it is 2026-27 entry!!



Morrisby
▪You should all have registered for Morrisby at the beginning 
of the year

▪You completed a questionnaire which allowed Morrisby to 
give you suggestions and information tailored to your needs 
and interests

▪Throughout the year, you should have been noting any 
extra-curricular activities you took part in



Using Morrisby to help with progression

▪Morrisby holds lots of information about different career paths 
including university, apprenticeships and employment.

▪It will offer you tailored careers advice based on your interests 
as expressed in the initial questionnaire

▪It is also a place to log activities you have engaged with and the 
skills you developed through those activities

▪You should spend some time exploring the website. The next 
slides show some of the useful functions. 



About Me – Interests – all from the 
questionnaire completed

You can retake 
the 

questionnaire 
if things have 

changed!



My Choices – Careers

Morrisby will suggest 
career options for you 

based on the 
questionnaire you 

answered when you 
registered



My Choices – Careers cont.
You can “like” particular 
career options to store 

them in your “favourites” 
and refer back to later. 
Each course page has 

information about jobs, 
degrees and 

apprenticeships. 



My Choices – Destinations



My Choices – Destinations 
– Options at 18

Note: this is showing higher education because 
we told Morrisby this is what we were 

interested in. It will show other things if you 
answered the questionnaire differently. 



My Choices – Destinations 
– Apprenticeships Search

For more information relating to 
apprenticeships specifically!



My Choices – Destinations 
– Employment

For more information relating to 
employment specifically, including 

setting up your own business!



Progress
This is where you can log any 

activities you have engaged with, 
essential skills you have developed 
or open days you have attended. 

When you add an activity, 
Morrisby gives you the option to 
add the skills you developed by 

engaging with that activity and a 
picture builds of all of the skills you 

are developing. 

Have you logged all of the talks you 
attended as part of the 2-day-

programme?



Progress cont. There is also information 
here relating to CVs, 

applying for employment 
and apprenticeships, and 

information about 
university and personal 

statements.

This is a good place to log 
any activities you have 
engaged with that you 

want to be included in the 
UCAS reference!


