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CHARACTERISTIC QUALITIES 

OF THE COLLEGE

Å Care and concern for the individual student

Å High expectations of students

Å High quality of academic teaching for students of all abilities

Å High levels of student achievement, success in examinations and 
retention levels

Å Breadth of education



CHARACTERISTIC QUALITIES 

OF THE COLLEGE

Å A lively and stimulating community

Å Anenvironmentspecificallydesignedforsixthformstudy

Å A positiveand happyplaceenablingstudentsto achievetheir
academicpotential,developandto prepareforadultlifeandtheir
future

Å OFSTED/LSCóOutstandingôassessment/status(see College
websiteforlastNovember2007, OFSTEDReport)

Å óBeaconô status awarded and maintained since  its introduction in   
2001



OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITIES

Å Academic choices:

Á INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE (IB) DIPLOMA

or
Á AS/A LEVELSfrom over 50 subject options in Year 1

- and with further specialist AS subject options in Year 2 
(e.g. AS Sculpture, AS World Development, AS Science in Society)     

Also:                                              

Á A RANGE OF GCSE COURSES 
including choices from key óre-takeô subjects and/or a range of ónewô 
subject  choices e.g. GCSE Spanish or Italian ab initio for good linguists

Students choose an individual programme from:



OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITIES

ÅOptions/Choices from a range of other qualification based 
courses  including:

Extended Project Qualification (EPQ) ïóworth half an A     
levelô

Financial Literacy

Community Sports Leaders Award

Geographical Information Systems

CISCO (Computing/IT) 

ICT Work Skills
.........................



OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITIES

Over 70 Additional Studies optionson offer to choose from 
including:

Å Vocational link courses e.g., Pre-Teaching, Pre-Clinical

Å Creative and performing arts activities ïvery wide range of choices

Å Sports - over 20 individual sports at recreational or competitive level 
(including high level opportunities)

Å Other Skills courses ïwide range of choices e.g. Creative Writing or PIC 
(Electronics) Programming (Electronics based) 

ééééééééé.

Many Additional Studies courses are valid as CAS activities for IB students

Additional Studies Booklet issued today to look at over the summer period



OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITIES

ÅSecond half of Summer Term Activities including - more 
Creative and Performing Arts opportunities and a Summer Sports 
Programme.

ÅExtra-Curricular Activities ïregular and óone-offôsô including:

Clubs, Societies, Field trips, Expeditions, College Council Committee 
activities, Unplugged on the Concourse Programme, Theme Days and 
Weeks, other Charity activities.........

ÅPastoral and Tutorial Programme ïall students 



OUTSTANDING OPPORTUNITIES

Å Virtually any subject combinations of AS/A/Additional Studies 
courses possible within the timetable framework 

Å Mostsubject/AdditionalStudiescombinationspossiblefor IB studentsï
butnotall

Å OpportunitiestomakechangestotheAS/Asubjectprogrammeofstudies
attheendofthefirstyearofstudy

Å Support,guidanceandadviceavailablethroughout

Å It is important to check subject entry requirements and finalise selection of 
the órightô programme and courses for Year 1 by the end of  enrolment (in 
early September)



EXPECTATION OF STUDENTS

Å Motivation and commitment to study and development

Å Co-operation 

Å Maturity

Being part of a young adult environment, thinking of the impact on   
others as well as óselfô  

Aim for students to develop, to achieve, and to lay the ground for 
happy and successful futures

Å Each student making the most of their academic potential



ACADEMIC EXPECTATIONS

Å Attend all timetabled lessons regularly and punctually

Å Complete all set work to meet deadlines set by subject tutors

Å Participate in lessons and involvement in the learning process

Å Engage regularly in óprivate studyô, background work, reading, etc.

Å Complete assessed coursework, project work etc. by deadlines

Å Prepare properly for tests and external examinations



STUDENT  óTERMTIMEô COMMITMENT

FIRST YEAR AS LEVEL PROGRAMME STUDENT

Timetabled ôContact Timeõ with Teachers:
Hours/week/term time

5 AS Levels *
(e.g. 4 AS subjects plus* AS Critical Thinking or Citizenship)         19.5 hrs

Additional Studies 1.5 hrs

Tutorial Programme/Support                                                         1.5 hrs

TOTAL timetabled ôContact Timeõ in CollegeApprox  22.5 hrs

+ independent study time (around 4 hrs per subject)                    17 hrs

TOTAL WEEKLY TERMTIME COMMITMENT                 Approx  40 hours

* Instead of a ó5thAS Levelô some students will take an alternative qualification 
based option e.g. ICT Work Skills or Community Sports Leaders Award or éé.



STUDENT  óTERMTIMEô COMMITMENT

FIRST YEAR IB PROGRAMME STUDENT

Timetabled ôContact Timeõ with Teachers:              Hours/week/termtime

6 Subjects(3 Higher, 3 Standard Level)                                    18 hrs

Theory of Knowledge (TOK), Extended Essay                     2 hrs

Additional Studies/Creativity, Action, Service (CAS)                    2.5 hrs

Tutorial Programme                                                           1.5 hrs

TOTAL timetabled ôContact Timeõ in College         Approx 24 hours

+  independent study time                                                  16 hrs

TOTAL WEEKLY TERMTIME COMMITMENT          Approx 40 hours



STUDENT  WORKLOAD

Å Eachstudentôsprogrammeis individualandtheweeklylevelof
timetabledócontacttimeôwillvaryina rangefroma minimumof
21hoursuptoamaximumrecommendedlevelof26hours.

Å Studentswillalsoneedtobeinvolvedinstudytimeoutside of
termtime. There will be academicwork requiredto be
completedin mostnon-termtimeperiods. Furtherguidancewill
begiveninSeptemberastowhenandhowmuch.



A COLLEGE TIMETABLED DAY 

Monday - for illustration
  BLOCK 

9.00-9.45 Period 1 D 
9.45-10.25 Period 2 D 
10.25-10.45 Break   

10.45-11.30 Period 3 F 

11.35-12.25 Period 4  F 

12.25-12.35 Registration   

12.40-1.25 Period 5  C 

1.25-2.35 LUNCH  (Period 6)    
*Additional Studies options (including Sports, 
Performing Arts), Support and Extension classes,  
and extra-curricular options) 

 

2.40-3.20 Period 7 A 

3.20-4.05 Period 8 A 

4.15-5.45 Period 9 and 10   
*Additional Studies options, extra curricular options, 
small number of timetabled classes in subjects with 
needs for specialist facilities eg AS/A2 Photography 
*Additional Studies options are also available within 
each of the timetable óBlocksô (A to F). 

 

 

 



AS/A2 PROGRAMMES

Å Effectively:

AS Level has just over 2 terms available for teaching prior to the 
public exams (Sept ïearly May)

A2 Level has 3 terms available for teaching prior to the public exams 
(mid June ïend of May)

Å ASLevelmodulesare:

- designedfor16/17yearolds
- harderthanGCSEs

- lessdemandingthanA2 Levelmoduleswhichhavemoreóstretch
andchallengeôaspectsandaredesignedfor17/18yearolds and
oneA2Levelmodulemustbeósynopticô



AS/A2 PROGRAMMES

PROGRESSION FROM YEAR 1 AS LEVEL TO YEAR 2 A LEVEL

Á IneachASLevelsubjectarea,minimumrequirementwillbetoachieveapass
atGradeE,alongwithsatisfactorylevelsofattendanceandcommitmentand
anaptitudeshownforthemoredemandingA2Level

and

Á Anoverallachievementlevelof3ASLevelpasses

and

Á At leasta satisfactorylevelof ongoingcommitmentdemonstratedin thefirst
year includingfull attendancein the periodfrommid Juneto the end of
Summertermin midJulywhenALevelworkwillcommenceandsatisfactory
completionof worksetoverthesummerperiod(around4 hoursin eachA2
Levelsubject)



AS/A2 PROGRAMMES

PROGRESSION FROM YEAR 1 AS LEVEL TO YEAR 2 A LEVEL

Á Fromsummer2010A*gradehasbeenintroducedforallA2subjectassessments

A*requiresanaverageof90%oraboveintheA2modulesforassessments
(with80%oraboveaverageinASmodules)

Á A2(andtoa lesserextentAS)assessmenthavesince2008hadmore
óstretchandchallengeôaddedtoatleastsomequestions



INTERNATIONAL BACCALAUREATE

(IB) DIPLOMA PROGRAMME

Å Broader education than AS/A Level 
ïa baccalaureate with 9 elements  

Includes a requirement to cover a wide range 
of  curriculum areas within defined ófamiliesô

Å Good organisational skills and óget up and goô

Å An óInternationalô focus

Å A 2 year ólinearô programme - all exams and most 
of the assessment at the end of Year 2 
(exams in May, results issued  in early July)



THE COLLEGE CURRICULUM

Å PROGRAMME AND COURSE CHANGES

Some changes will still be possible after GCSE results are received.  

However:

- Some courses are or will become over-subscribed/óclosedô

- Changes in AS subject choices after enrolment is completed in 
early  September become very difficult because of the very 
short time available for AS Level courses

- There are excellent opportunities for changes and adjustments 
to AS/A course choices at the end of Year 1

- IB students study the same subjects for both of their academic 
years
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